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Substance Abuse and the Child Welfare System 
Statistics 

 
Most studies on the intersection between drug and alcohol dependence and child welfare inform that two 
out of three substantiated child abuse and neglect reports involve substance abuse. According to the Child 
Welfare League of America (CWLA, 2011) parental substance abuse is a major factor contributing to child 
abuse and neglect.  Among its findings, the CWLA report shows that: 
 

 Estimates suggest that 50–80% of child welfare cases involve a parent with a 
substance abuse problem 

 Children of parents with substance abuse disorders are nearly three times more 
likely to be abused and more than four times more likely to be neglected than 
children of parents who do not abuse substances. 

 In 2011, 20.6 million people age 12 or older were classified with substance 
dependence or abuse.  

 The rate of substance dependence or abuse among youth age 12–17 was 8.0% 

 In 2011, 16.7 million people age 12 or older were classified with alcohol 
dependence or abuse. The rate of alcohol dependence among youth age 12–17 
was 6.5%. 62  

 In 2010, 3.8 million people age 12 or older (1.5% of the population) received 
treatment for a problem related to the use of alcohol or illicit drugs. 

 Of the 1.7 million youth aged 12–17 who needed treatment for illicit drug or alcohol 
use problems, 146,000 received treatment at a specialty facility, leaving nearly 1.6 
million that did not receive treatment at a specialty facility.  

It also reports on the domino effect created by the use of substance among youth, which leads to academic 
problems, teen pregnancy, involvement in juvenile justice, and emotional and mental instability.     

The National Indian Child Welfare Association (n.d.) warns that American Indian and Alaska Native 
families struggle with drug and alcohol abuse at an even higher rate and report on less effective 
treatments than the non-Native counterparts.   

 18.0% of American Indian and Alaska Native adults needed treatment for an 
alcohol or drug use problem in the past year compared to the national average of 
9.6%. (Office of Applied Statistics, 2009)  

  Alcohol (52%), methamphetamine (15%), marijuana (13%), and cocaine/crack 
(7%) are the most common causes for American Indian and Alaska Native 
admission to substance abuse treatment. (SAHMSA, 2004) 

 Approximately 85% of all American Indian and Alaska Native child welfare cases 
are related to substance abuse (Bigfoot et al., 2005).   

 
 
 
 
 


